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As we reflect on Fiscal Year 2025, I am filled with deep gratitude and pride for what we have 
accomplished together and for the legacy we continue to carry forward. This year marked an 
extraordinary milestone in our shared story. On November 5th we celebrated 175 years of 
dedication to children, families, and communities across Illinois.

Our roots trace back to 1849, when our founding organization was created to respond to children left 
vulnerable during one of Chicago’s most difficult public health crises. In 1976, Family Focus emerged as a 
distinct organization through the visionary leadership of Bernice Weissbourd, beginning as a parent drop-in 
center in Evanston and growing into a leader in community based family support. Today, we reach nearly 
20,000 children, parents, and caregivers each year throughout Chicago and Northeast Illinois.

This Annual Report reflects more than programs delivered. It reflects partnership. Because of your generosity, 
families gained access to education, advocacy, and opportunities that strengthen stability and open pathways 
to generational change.

It has also been a year of meaningful growth and progress. From expanding core programs to advancing policy 
efforts that protect immigrant families and widen access to essential services, our team remained committed to 
delivering high-quality, community-rooted support. Thousands of families across our centers felt seen, supported, 
and less alone because you chose to stand with them.

As you read this report, I hope you feel the pride that we do. Every story and every 
measure of impact reflects 175 years of commitment to showing up for families with 
care, courage, and hope.

Thank you for being part of this enduring legacy.

With my deepest appreciation,

Dara T. Cohen
President & CEO

DEAR FAMILY FOCUS COMMUNITY
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This Annual Report 
reflects more than a year 
of programs delivered: it 
reflects the presence and 
partnership of a 
community that believes 
in the power of family.
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Honorary Board Members

Life Members

LEADERSHIP

We celebrate our board members whose dedication continues to inspire our mission. Your 
leadership, stewardship, and commitment to children and families remain an essential part of 
who we are as an organization.

Caragh DeLuca, Chairperson
Jamel Alikhan, Vice Chairperson
Andrew Turitz, Treasurer
Camille El-Amin, Secretary
Dara Cohen, President & CEO
Felipa Aguirre 
Julia Beringer
Christiane Bock
Daynor Carman
Margarita Carrillo
E. Renae Conley
Elizabeth Zachara Davis
Stephen B. Friedman

Anne Gibson
Julie Hamos
Francia E. Harrington
Meredith Hayes
Steven V. Hunter, Esq.
Laurie Leibowitz
John G. Levi
Eileen Lysaught
Jeanne C. Marsh
Elizabeth McRee
Nancy Meyer
Suzanne Resnick
Lynn Rosinksy

Nicole Sims
Dujon Smith
Elizabeth Sonnenschein
Rita P. Sussman, Ph.D.
Kevin Stineman
Scott Wilgenbusch

Christine Albritton
Charles Benton †
Honorable Marjorie Craig Benton
Barbara Bowman †
Thomas W. Carr *
Lester Crown
Onnie Darrow †
Steven L. Gryll, Ph.D. *
James C. Hagy
Chaz Hammelsmith Ebert

Vaughn Gordy *
Irving B. Harris †
King Harris
Christie Hefner
James W. Hock
Richard F. Karger *
Judy Langford
Aurthur C. Nielsen III, M.D.
Mary O’Brien Pearlman *
Jeffrey Rhodenbaugh

Gwendolyn D. Rogers, Ph.D. †
John W. Rogers, Jr.
Warner Saunders †
Nancy Nolden Snyder
Herbert F. Stride †
Anne Lea Tuohy
Kim Waller
Bernard Weissbourd †
Bernice Weissbourd †, Founder
     and Chairwoman Emerita

Dennis Abboud
Donna Barrows
Judith S. Block
Herbert C. Blutenthal
Thomas W. Carr
Robert W. Crowe
Caragh DeLuca
Elizabeth H. Early
Betsy Early
F Conrad Fischer

Stephen B. Friedman
Vaughn Gordy
James Gottlieb
Sara Gourley
Ruth Grant
Steven L. Gryll, Ph.D.
William D. Hall
Francia E. Harrington
Edmund L. Jenkins
Sharad Kapur

Richard F. Karger
Susan Kiphart
Carol Kloster
Laurie Leibowitz
John G. Levi
Jeanne C. Marsh
Nancy Meyer
Robert K. Parsons
Mary O’Brien Pearlman
Robert L. Rinder

Elizabeth Sonnenschein
Kevin Stineman
Rita P. Sussman, Ph.D.
Josephine B. Weiss †
Richard Weissbourd
William E. Wolf

† Deceased * Life Member
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Our story began in 1849, when cholera had killed more than 3% of Chicago’s population in a 
single year. Countless children were left orphans – alone and in urgent need of care and 
stability. The Chicago Orphan Asylum was founded by a special act of the Illinois State 
Legislature, to provide a haven for these vulnerable children. What began as a crisis response 
grew into an enduring commitment to the wellbeing of children and families. 

From our earliest days, our organization evolved to meet the needs 
of our community, addressing the pressing demands of each 

era. As the needs of our city shifted, so did we, and in 1949 
the Chicago Orphan Asylum was renamed to Chicago 
Child Care Society (CCCS). We expanded beyond 
orphan care to include foster care, adoption services, and 
eventually, early childhood education and family support 
programs – all while staying true to our mission to uplift 
children and support their families. Today, we’re honored 

to be recognized as Illinois’ longest-standing social service 
organization.  

In 1976, Family Focus was founded through a partnership of Bernice Weissbourd, Delores Holmes, and Irving 
Harris. At the time, there was a growing awareness that the first three years of life were crucial to a child’s 
development and long-term success, and that every parent needed a support system. Starting as a parent drop-
in center in Evanston, Family Focus quickly grew to become a leader in providing family support services across 
Chicagoland. 

In 2019, Family Focus and CCCS began merger discussions – recognizing that both organizations shared a 
similar mission while being uniquely complimentary of one another. 

On January 1st, 2021, we began operations as a merged organization. With combined resources, expertise, 
and vision, the name Family Focus was chosen because it reflects the heart of our work: ensuring that every 
family has the tools and resources they need to thrive. 

Today, Family Focus is proud to operate 11 centers across Chicago and Northeast Illinois, impacting the lives of 
20,000 participants via a wide range of early childhood, youth development, family support programs, and 
more. Our award-winning Home Visiting Program exemplifies our dedication to excellence. This program 
provides families with one-on-one support in parenting, school readiness, and holistic child development, 
equipping every family to thrive in their unique journey. 

We vow to continue this journey of compassion, transformation, and service to 
children and families across Illinois.

175 YEARS AND COUNTING

Pictured: Residents of the Chicago Orphan Asylum circa 1905; assorted historical photos from the 1970s and 1980s.
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Family Focus has always been about 
answering the call for what children and 
families need most. Our evolution places the 
community at the center of everything we do 
while responding to the pressing issues of 
each era. We stand firm on our responsibility 
to be here for Illinois families, and as we 
mark a monumental milestone of 175 years, 
we’re excited to see what the next chapters 
hold.”

Dara Cohen
President & CEO

“Family Focus remains deeply rooted in work 
that demonstrates an enduring mission.175 
years of service signals that this journey has 
been shaped by commitment and the belief 
that together, we can create real, lasting 
change. As Board Chair, I am honored to 
support this incredible legacy and to work 
alongside passionate leaders committed to 
empowering the next generation.”

Caragh DeLuca
Board Chairperson
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Mission

Vision

Values

Family Focus invests in strengthening families and their children in Chicago and Northeast Illinois so they 
build social capital and achieve upward economic mobility through high-quality innovative programs and 
services, grounded in anti-racism and social justice.

Families and children, in and with their communities, maximize their full potential and live fulfilling, healthy 
and meaningful lives.

The principles tell us how to systemically respond and engage in the communities that we serve. These 
principles guide staff and support children, their families, and communities.

Family Support Principles Unite Us

Every Family Focus team member is critical to delivering our mission. We are committed to honoring and 
respecting each person by recognizing their strengths and unique contributions. Together, through 
relationship and appreciation, we can accomplish our organizational goals.

See, Hear and Care for Each Other

We commit to deliver the highest quality programs and services that are informed and enriched by data, staff 
expertise, and the experiences of the families we serve. We encourage continuous learning, so each person 
reaches their desired potential.

Excellence in All We Do

We honor and affirm the richness of our diversity, by asserting our common goal of equity, inclusion and 
belonging, and live our guiding principles of anti-racism and social justice. Everything we do is deeply rooted 
in the guiding principles of antiracism and social justice.

Antiracism and Social Justice Center Us

MISSION. VISION. VALUES.
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In Fiscal Year 2025, Family Focus continued to advance its mission of strengthening families 
and building opportunity across generations, reaching children, parents, and caregivers with 
care that is responsive, rooted in dignity, and designed for long-term impact. Across 11 centers 
in Chicago and Northeast Illinois, and across 3 pillars of service (Early Childhood Education, 
Youth Development, and Family Support Services), nearly 19,600 individuals representing 
close to 6,900 families engaged in Family Focus programs, reflecting both the depth of 
community need and the trust families place in our work.

Early childhood education remained a cornerstone of our impact. This year marked a significant milestone as 
our Hyde Park and South Shore Preschools were officially awarded accreditation by the 
National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), the gold standard in early 
learning. This voluntary accreditation reflects the highest benchmarks for safe and nurturing environments, well-
prepared educators, developmentally appropriate curriculum, and strong family partnerships. This achievement 
affirms the exceptional quality of care and education provided to young children and their families. Through 
early childhood programs alone, more than 2,400 children and caregivers were supported, helping 
children begin their learning journeys with confidence and stability.

Our impact extends beyond early learning to support whole families across the lifespan. More than 7,500 
parents and caregivers received services focused on family stability, healing, and connection, while over 
1,300 youth across 15 schools participated in enrichment and out-of-school programming that fostered 
academic engagement, leadership development, and well-being. With 93 percent of participants 
identifying as Black, Brown, or BIPOC, our work remains deeply grounded in cultural responsiveness and 
community trust.

This year also brought meaningful recognition of Family Focus’ leadership and advocacy. Nominated by 
Congressman Danny Davis, Family Focus was selected as a 2025 Angels in Adoption Honoree by the 
Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute, a national recognition honoring our commitment to kinship 

families, adoptive caregivers, and child well-being. In addition, the Village of 
Cicero issued an official resolution honoring Family Focus’ 175 years of service, 

recognizing our long-standing support of immigrant and bilingual families.

Advocacy remained a powerful extension of our mission. Nearly 100 staff 
members and program participants engaged in advocacy 

activities this spring, including writing more than 100 handwritten 
letters to legislators, participating in direct meetings with elected 
officials, and attending workshops and rallies focused on equity in 
education and community investment. These efforts contributed to two 

important legislative wins: Safe Schools for All and the Living 
Wages, Thriving Communities Resolution, both of which advance 

protections and economic stability for the families we serve.

From doula services and family advocacy to youth development and early learning, our work in FY2025 
reflects a comprehensive, multigenerational approach to strengthening families. This year’s milestones and 
recognitions underscore what families tell us every day: when children are safe, caregivers are supported, and 

YEAR IN REVIEW: LIVES IMPACTED
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Family Focus is home - it’s where my daughter found her voice, 
where I discovered new ways to parent, and where our whole 
family is thriving. The love, resources, and learning we’ve 
experienced here go far beyond the classroom, it’s a community 
that lifts you up and makes sure no one is left behind.”

ZaMyaa S.
Health Aide & Parent, Family Focus Hyde Park

29,283 home visits 
were completed; serving 

1,820 families

239 children 
enrolled in our preschool 

classrooms

52 children 
stepped up to 

kindergarten eager
and ready to learn

228 participants 
gave birth with the support 

of a doula

100% of children 
in need of early 

intervention services were 
connected to providers

80% of families 
were connected to at least 
one community resource 
by their parent educator, 
strengthening the safety 

net of support

FY2025 Early Childhood Education Impact

Early Childhood Education

A child's earliest years lay the foundation for lifelong success. Family Focus provides high-quality early learning 
experiences that help children develop the skills they need to enter kindergarten ready to learn. Programs 
offered include Doula Support, Home Visiting, Early Head Start and Head Start Preschools, Developmental 
Screenings, Parent/Child Group Socializations, and more.
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1,350 students
from 15 schools participated in our 

afterschool programs

82% of after school participants 
experienced academic improvement

70% of students 
increased their school attendance

94% of parents
reported their child’s social-emotional 

well-being improved

FY2025 Youth Development Impact

I have been able to improve my grades, make new friends, and 
feel like I’m part of something important,” Marcela said through an 
interpreter. “They teach us skills that we can use in the future, such 
as teamwork, responsibility, and caring for others.”  

Marcela M.
2024-2025 7th grade

Youth Development

Family Focus supports youth ages 6-18 by offering evidence-based, out-of-school time programs that enhance the 
academic experience of each student. We provide homework help, STEM, visual and performing arts, sports, 
cultural activities, socio-emotional support, and more.
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7,500 children and families
turned to Family Focus for support

100 families 
received healing-focused therapy to 

strengthen their wellbeing 

90% of parents 
reported more positive interactions with 

their children

200 fathers
reported improved relationships with 

their children

FY2025 Family Support Impact

My doula didn’t just support my 
partner – she supported me, too. 
She helped me understand what 
was happening medically and 
emotionally, which made me 
feel calm, prepared, and 
included. That experience gave 
me a level of confidence I 
carried into fatherhood. There’s 
truly nothing like it, and I know 
how important it is for more 
fathers and families to have the 
same opportunity.”

E’londre L.
Fatherhood Outreach Worker 
and former Doula participant 

Family Support Services

Our Family Support programs provide holistic 
services - ranging from case management and 
crisis intervention to fatherhood coaching and 
trauma-informed care, that help parents build 
resilience, strengthen bonds, and create long-
term stability. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND
LEGACY OF DELORES HOLMES
Family Focus honors the extraordinary life and enduring legacy of Mrs. Delores Holmes 
(April 21, 1938 – October 22, 2024), a revered community leader whose vision, 
compassion, and commitment to service shaped the foundation of our organization and left 
an indelible mark on the Evanston community. 

In 1976, Mrs. Holmes was appointed founding Executive Director of Family Focus Evanston, where she 
served 27 years of transformative leadership that shaped the organization into an trusted, community 
rooted institution. What began as a parent drop-in center in Evanston grew under her leadership to be a 
recognized organization serving families across Illinois. 

Mrs. Holmes believed deeply that families thrive when they felt seen, supported, and welcomed. She 
envisioned Family Focus as a place where children could explore and imagine, parents could find stability 
and connection, and communities could come together to support one another. That vision continues to 
guide Family Focus today. 

Born Delores Ann Petway in Spring Hill, Tennessee, Holmes moved to 
Evanston at age three in 1940 with her parents, James and Willa 

Beatrice Petway, who sought better opportunities amid the 
Great Migration. She grew up in the segregated Fifth Ward, 
attending local schools including Noyes, Foster, and Haven 
elementary schools before graduating from Evanston Township 
High School in 1957. Holmes earned a bachelor’s degree 

from Chicago Teachers College (now Northeastern Illinois 
University) and a master’s in education from National-Louis 

University in 1975, while balancing family responsibilities.

On September 14, 1963, she married William Allen “Bill” Holmes Sr., a U.S. Army veteran and trucking 
company owner; the couple raised two children, Kimberly and James, in their McDaniel Avenue home, 
where Holmes’s mother also resided. 

From an early age, she learned the importance of service, civic responsibility, and showing up for others. 
Raised in a household where community engagement was modeled daily, these values guided her life’s 
work and inspired a career devoted to children, families, and neighbors. Those early lessons shaped not 
only who she became, but how she led, with integrity, care, and an unyielding belief in the power of 
community.

Beyond her work with Family Focus, Mrs. Holmes served three terms on the Evanston City Council, 
representing the Fifth Ward from 2005 to 2017. As an elected official, she was known for her advocacy 
for equity, youth, and family well-being, and for her steadfast commitment to community development. Her 
leadership reflected a deep understanding that lasting change requires both compassion and action.
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Dara Cohen, Family Focus President & CEO, had the opportunity to sit down with Mrs. Holmes in her home 
for a rare and meaningful conversation. They spoke about her journey, her dedication to service, and her 
unrelenting belief in the potential of every child. Mrs. Holmes reflected on the joy she found in watching 
children grow and dream, and on the importance of encouraging young people to remain imaginative and 
hopeful, even in the face of adversity. She believed that children should always be reminded to dream big 
and reach for brighter futures. 

Mrs. Holmes’ passing leaves a profound absence, yet her spirit and influence remain deeply woven into 
the fabric of Family Focus and the Evanston community. Her leadership shaped generations of families, 
professionals, and leaders, and her belief in the power of service continues to inspire our work. 

Family Focus extends its deepest gratitude for her life’s work and its deepest condolences 
to the Holmes family. While the loss is immeasurable, Mrs. Delores Holmes’ legacy endures 
in every child encouraged to imagine possibility, every family supported with dignity, and 
every community strengthened through care. Her life reminds us that when service is 
rooted in love, its impact lasts far beyond a lifetime. 

Pictured: Delores Holmes & Bernice Weissbourd; JoAnn Avery, Delores Holmes, Merri Ex (former Family Focus President & CEO), and Evanston 

Summer Camp participants.
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For more than 30 years, Beth Sonnenschein has been a steadfast champion of Family Focus. 
As a Board Member and longtime supporter, Beth has consistently believed in one simple 
truth: when we invest in people, we strengthen families and communities for generations to 
come.

That belief came to life in a powerful way this fall. On October 24, 2024, Beth made one of the largest 
individual gifts of the year, contributing $50,000 to launch the Family Focus Leadership Lab. Her generosity 
made it possible to create a new, intentional investment in the professional growth of Family Focus staff who 
serve families every day.

The Leadership Lab officially launched on January 28, 2025, welcoming its first cohort of 13 mid-level 
managers. Designed as a six-month cohort-based leadership development program, the Leadership Lab 
supports managers who carry responsibility across people, programs, and systems. Participants engage in 
monthly full-day, in-person training sessions focused on core leadership competencies including strategic 
thinking, people management, communication, financial stewardship, and organizational operations. In 
addition, participants receive ongoing support through 90 minute virtual group coaching sessions that 
address real time challenges and foster peer learning and reflection.

The Leadership Lab creates space for leaders to grow with clarity, confidence, and empathy. It equips 
managers with practical tools they can immediately apply while also strengthening long term leadership 
capacity across the organization. For Family Focus, this investment is more than professional development. It 
is a strategy for sustaining a healthy culture, reducing burnout, and ensuring continuity of mission-driven 
leadership.

LEADERSHIP LAB SPOTLIGHT:
INVESTING IN LEADERS WHO SERVE FAMILIES
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Beth’s gift made this work possible. 
Because of her commitment, 
Family Focus is now building 
leadership infrastructure 
composed of individuals who are 
prepared to steward our mission 
with care, collaboration, and 
vision. When we invest in leaders, 
we invest in the future of the 
families and communities we 
serve.

We are deeply grateful for Beth 
Sonnenschein’s generosity and 
invite others to join us in 
supporting initiatives that 
strengthen our people and amplify 
our impact.

The Leadership Lab reflects what I have 
long believed about Family Focus. Strong 
organizations are built by strong leaders, 
and when we make room for growth, 
reflection, and learning, everyone 
benefits. Over the past 30 years, it has 
been a privilege to support an 
organization that understands such a 
simple but significant truth: when we 
invest in people, we strengthen families 
and communities for generations to 
come. The Leadership Lab is a 
meaningful expression of that belief and 
of the kind of future we are helping build 
together.”

Beth Sonnenschein
Family Focus Board Member

Pictured: Beth Sonnenschein & Leadership Lab 

team members; team members & Elle Davis.
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Advocacy is at the heart of how Family Focus supports and 
strengthens families and is woven into every aspect of our 
work. This year, we partnered with statewide coalitions 
to advance policies that expand access to early 
childhood programs, protect immigrant families and 
ensure children and caregivers have the resources they 
need to thrive.

Springfield Presence
Family Focus had its strongest presence yet in Springfield, 
bringing in more participants and advocacy energy than ever 
before. Our President and CEO, Dara Cohen delivered a 
powerful speech during the Living Wages, Thriving Communities 
Campaign kickoff. At the Afterschool Advocacy Day press 
conference, our team member Gerardo Cielo-Gallegos shared 
his experience as a Community Schools Resource Coordinator, 
alongside Family Focus participants who spoke about the 
importance of afterschool programs for families.

We also led Advocacy Writing Workshops, in which youth 
participants wrote over 100 letters that we hand delivered to state 
legislators during Advocacy Days. In total, 84 team members and 
participants engaged in advocacy efforts at the Illinois State 
Capitol.

Early Childhood 
We advocated for critical investments that help families access 
high-quality care, including increased funding for the Child Care 
Assistance Program. Our advocacy efforts helped secure $75 
million in supplemental funding for FY2025, and an additional 
$85 million for FY2026. These additional funds help support 
caseload growth and provider rate increases across the state of 
Illinois. Coalitions also sustained support for Early Intervention by 
keeping funds level. Additionally, advocacy expanded maternal 
health funding through the Birth Equity Initiative, the appropriations 
were $8 million, double than the amount stated in the Governor’s 
Budget Proposal.

Youth Development 
We continued our commitment to uplifting young people by 
prioritizing the enactment of an Out-of-School Time Council, 
advocating for stronger after-school and summer learning 
opportunities across the state.  While this proposal did not pass, it remains a priority for Family Focus. We 
have seen firsthand how councils, task forces, and committees can support sustainable, high-quality 
programming, and we will continue advocating this initiative during the Spring Legislative Session. 

ADVOCACY & POLICY CORNER
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Family Support 
To strengthen parents and caregivers, we supported policy wins that expanded the Parent Mentor 
Program by $4 million, increased funding for Access to Justice by $10 million, protected health benefits 
for immigrant seniors, and advanced the Safe Schools for All initiative, ensuring students are safe 
regardless of immigration status. 

In a year marked by heightened uncertainty, protecting families took on new meaning as we expanded 
our Know Your Rights efforts and joined Illinois Coalition For Immigrant & Refugee Rights (ICIRR) Safety 
and Action for Liberation Together Campaign, advocating for due process and safety across the 
community institutions families rely on most. We also achieved an important legislative victory in protecting 
families through the Safe Licensed Day Care Centers legislation Senate Bill 2733, sponsored by 
Representative Lilian Jimenez and Senator Omar Aquino. The Latino Policy Forum invited Family Focus, the 
only programming organization listed as a potential speaker, to testify. This measure passed and now 
requires child care centers to adopt policies that notify parents and require parental consent before 
sharing children’s information with law enforcement, update emergency contact procedures, and establish 
clear protocols when immigration enforcement is present. 

Across all our advocacy, our focus remains the same: to stand with families, amplify their voices, and fight 
for systems that honor their dignity and strengthen their communities.

Pictured: Family Focus team members & participants outside of the State Capital; After School participants outside the Old State Capital; team 

members & participants in front of the Migrating Mural.
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WHEN THE VILLAGE SHOWS UP
At Family Focus, we believe every family deserves safe, equitable, and culturally responsive 
care before, during, and after birth. In FY2025, that belief moved from conviction to action as 
we deepened our investment in birth equity, expanded our doula program, and hosted our 
first annual Village of Care: Doula and Maternal Wellness Event at our Lawndale center.

Why This Work Matters
In neighborhoods like North Lawndale, Englewood, South Holland, and 
Cicero, families continue to navigate systemic barriers and social 
determinants of health that can make healthy pregnancies and 
postpartum recovery harder to achieve. Black women in the United 
States are three times more likely than white women to die from 
pregnancy related causes, regardless of income or education. These 
realities are not abstract to us. They are the faces and families we serve 
every day.

Through our Birth Equity Initiative, Family Focus provides free, culturally responsive 
doula support that walks alongside families during one of the most important and 
vulnerable times in their lives. Our model is built for continuity. While many doula 

programs end shortly after delivery, we continue supporting families for up to 12 
months postpartum through emotional support, education, resource connection, 

advocacy, breastfeeding assistance, father engagement, home visiting, 
maternal wellness resources, and early childhood supports.

The Village of Care
On May 20, 2025, Family Focus hosted the first annual Village of Care at our 

Lawndale center at Homan Square Community Center. The gathering brought 
together doulas, caregivers, healthcare professionals, fathers, mothers, and community 

advocates to spotlight the urgent need for community responsive maternal care and equitable birth outcomes.
Cook County Commissioner Donna Miller delivered a keynote address on racial disparities in maternal health 
and the legislative and community level investments needed to move the needle in Illinois. OB GYN Dr. Erica E. 
Taylor followed with an expert and compassionate session that dismantled common 
postpartum myths and equipped attendees with accurate information at a 
moment when misinformation can carry life altering consequences for new 
mothers and their families.

Fathers in the Village
One of the most moving moments of the day was our Fatherhood Panel. Four 
men, including Family Focus Fatherhood Outreach Worker E’londra Lay, 
shared deeply personal stories on co parenting, birth equity, and their 
experiences with doula support. Their voices reinforced the heart of our 
#DadsDoulaToo initiative: fathers, partners, and chosen family are not 
bystanders in the birth experience. They are essential members of the village.
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THANK YOU TO OUR FUNDERS!

Gratitude in Action
We are deeply grateful to the Robert R. McCormick Foundation for its pivotal 
investment in our Strong Fathers, Strong Families initiative. Through this 
support, we expanded peer support groups and increased access to 
co parenting education, creating structured pathways for fathers to 
fulfill their essential role in the birth and postpartum experience. This 
work lives at the heart of our Village of Care initiative and our 
broader commitment to improving maternal health outcomes for 
Black and Brown families. By supporting fathers as advocates, 
caregivers, and leaders, we are building stronger family systems and 
redefining what family centered care can look like.

What We Made Possible
Through our Birth Equity Innovation Seed Grant and deepened partnerships, we 

increased access to prenatal care, extended doula services to up to 12 months 
postpartum, connected families more seamlessly to home visiting, and 

strengthened a more responsive continuum of care for mothers, infants, and 
families.

Looking Forward
The first Village of Care did more than 
celebrate community. It created living 

proof that when we invest in the full 
ecosystem of a family’s well being, the impact 

reaches far beyond any single event or program. As 
we build on this foundation, Family Focus remains committed to expanding 
programming, deepening community partnerships, and centering the 
voices of Black and Brown birthing families. This is not a one year initiative. 
This is the village we are building, and we intend for it to last.

ROBERTR.
McCORMICK
FOUNDATION

Pictured: Jahmal Cole, founder of My Block, My Hood, My City, Dara Cohen, Cook County Commissioner Donna Miller & Sherneron Hilliard; 

Audience member & child; Fatherhood panel participants; Donna Miller; guests participating in activity; Dr. Erica E. Taylor & Sherneron Hilliard.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Family Focus Consolidated Statement Of Activities, Year Ended June 30, 2025

Without Donor 
Restrictions

With Donor 
Restrictions Total

Support And Revenue
Private Contributions $      2,360,825 $      713,044 $      3,073,869 
Contributions for non-financial assets 571,508 - 571,508
Public Grants 28,830,265  - 28,830,265
Rental Income 332,219 - 332,219
Program Fees 237,519 - 237,519
Net Assets released from restrictions 768,512 (768,512) -

Total support and revenue 33,100,848 (55,468) 33,045,380

Expenses
Program Services

Early Childhood Education and Care 19,548,645 - 19,548,645
Youth Services 2,623,474 - 2,623,474
Family Support 5,906,644 - 5,906,644
Community Center 269,157 - 269,157

Supporting Services
Management and general 5,742,533 - 5,742,533
Fundraising 1,754,607 - 1,754,607

Total Expenses 35,845,060 - 35,845,060

Change In Net Assets Before (274,4212) (55,468) (2,799,680)

Other Income
Net Investment Income 2,729,465 1,301,236 4,030,701
Change in fair value of beneficial interest 
  in perpetual trusts - 613,529 613,529

Total Other Income 2,729,465 1,914,765 4,644,230

Change in Net Assets (14,747) 1,859,297 1,844,550

Net Assets, beginning of year 23,111,111 15,928,305 39,039,416

Net assets, end of year $23,096,364 $17,787,602 $40,883,966 
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Operating Revenue

Operating Expenses

Public Grants

87%

Program Fees and 
other revenue

1%

Private Contributions 

11%

Rental Income

1%

Early Childhood

55%

Family Support 

17%

Youth Service

7%

Management 
and General

16%

Fundraising

5%
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
To every donor - individual, corporate, family and private foundation, event sponsor, and community 
member - thank you. We extend our deepest gratitude for your generosity, compassion, and belief in 
our mission. Your support fuels our work, strengthens our reach, and makes our impact possible.

Because of you, thousands of families feel supported, empowered, and connected during times of challenge and 
transition. Your generosity provides not only essential resources, but also reassurance, dignity, and hope. Each gift - large 
or small - reflects a shared commitment to building stronger families and healthier communities.

With heartfelt gratitude, we acknowledge the trust you place in Family Focus and the role you play in shaping brighter 
futures. Your partnership sustains hope and possibility across every center we serve, and we are profoundly thankful to 
walk alongside you in this important work.

Thank you to the local, state, federal agencies, and other nonprofits, that champion our cause. Your 
continued partnership is the foundation of our success, providing the critical resources needed to deliver 
essential services and drive meaningful impact every day.

City of Chicago Department of Family and Support Services

Illinois State Board of Education

Start Early

Illinois Department of Human Services

Illinois Department of Children and Family Services

Chicago Public Schools

Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights

Southwest Organizing Project

Illinois Department of Public Health

Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority

City of Evanston

The Resurrection Project

INC Mental Health Alliance

THANK YOU TO OUR PUBLIC FUNDERS
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$100,000 And Above
Crown Family Philanthropies
Mrs. Judith Block †
BlueCross and BlueShield of Illinois
Jep J. Dau Beneficiary Trust
Robert R. McCormick Foundation
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
Ms. Dominique Raccah
Steans Family Foundation
Vivo Foundation

$25,000 - $99,999
Aurora Women's Empowerment Foundation
Butler Family Charitable Trust
Community Memorial Foundation
Anonymous
Anonymous
Ms. Caragh DeLuca
Dunham Foundation
George R. Kendall Foundation
Gorter Family Foundation
Grainger Foundation
Healthcare Foundation Of Northern
 Lake County
Healthy Communities Foundation
Highland Park Community Foundation
Irving Harris Foundation
Jules And Gwen Knapp Foundation
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Northwestern Memorial Healthcare
Polk Bros. Foundation
PricewaterhouseCoopers, LLP
ReaderLink Distribution Services, LLC
Mr. Robert Rinder
Mrs. Elizabeth Sonnenschein
United Way Metro Chicago
Hobart Williams Beneficiary Trust
Woodlawn Distribution Trust

$10,000 - $24,999
Dennis & Kathy Abboud
Aileen S. Andrew Foundation
Alfred Bersted Foundation
Daniel & Annie Barlow
Renae Conley & Bob D'Andrea
Disney Publishing Worldwide
Anonymous
Ensono
Fifth Third Bank
Mr. Stephen Friedman
Linda & Chuck Glew
Mr. Vaughn Gordy
Dan & Barbara Hanrahan
Harpercollins Publishers
Mrs. Beverly Hayford
Mr. Sharad Kapur
Mr. Donald Katz
John & Jill Levi

Marsh McLennan Agency
Elizabeth McRee & Philippe Lunardelli
Meridian Health Plan of Illinois
Moraine Township
Numina Group
Mr. Carl Rinder
Sourcebooks
The Siragusa Family Foundation
Andrew & Melinda Turitz
Wells Fargo
Wintrust

$5,000 - $9,999
Aetna
Amy and Bart Peterson Family Foundation
Ariel Investments, LLC
BDO USA, LLP
Burridge D. and Ina H. Butler Fund
Daynor & Marc Carman
CIBC Bank
Dara Cohen
Cretors Family Foundation
Culloton + Bauer Luce
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Eclipse Telecom
Egerter Family Foundation
Forvis LLP
Galaxie Foundation
Hachette Book Group
Hagerty Consulting
Ms. Julie Hamos
Ms. Francia Harrington & Mr. Vern Broders
Mary Hauser
Ms. Meredith Hayes
Mr. David Hiller
Mr. John Jacobs
Ms. Carol Kloster
Charles Lawless
Dr. Jeanne C. Marsh & Mr. Steven K. Shevell 
Ms. Nancy Meyer
Anonymous
Neal, Gerber And Eisenberg LLP
Carol Neithercut & Nancy Craig
Mr. Robert Parsons
Penguin Random House, Inc.
Quarles & Brady LLP
Quarto NYC
Governor Bruce Rauner & Diana Rauner
Ms. Suzanne Resnick
Reynolds Family Foundation
Ruttenberg / Kagan Foundation
Dr. Kevin Ryan
Sarah Hackett Stevenson Beneficiary Trust
Sidley Austin LLP
Sikich LLP
Simon & Schuster
Ms. Nicole Sims
Kevin & Margie Stineman
Dr. John Struck
Mrs. Rita Sussman
Field Foundation of Illinois
Trillium Foundation

Trusted Media Brands
Mr. Scott Wilgenbusch
Ms. Janet Winter
YMCA North Suburbs

$1,000 - $4,999
Mr. Eric Adelstein
Ms. Felipa Aguirre
Alford Group
Jamel & Trish Alikhan
Alliant Insurance Services
Mr. Richard Almeida
Karen Alsbach
American Book Company
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Anderson
Jeremy Armer
Ascension Logistics
Lindsey & Merrick Axel
Tom Baggio
Mr. Robert Bailey Jr.
Mrs. Donna Barrows
Julie Beringer & Robert Jermon
Ms. Barbara Best
BGJ Group
Ms. Jane Bilger
Shaun and Andy Block
Ms. Laura Brown
Ms. Ellen Bryant
Candlewick Press Inc.
Mr. Thomas Carr
Mr. Walter Carr
Ms. Tonita Cheatham
Jeffrey Chookaszian
Clayton A. Struve Family Foundation
Ms. Jane Colman
Comcast Corporation
Community Foundation Of The Fox 
 River Valley
Cora Davis Magie Beneficial Trust
Cotter Consulting, Inc
Crossmark Retail Solutions
Ms. Judy Curley
Beth & Josh Davis
Wayne DeMartra
Mr. Steve Dupree
Mr. David Dyson
Mr. George Eberle
Evan & Colleen Westerfield Family Foundation
Ms. Stephanie Figlioli
Steven Fortier
Fox Valley Park District
Fox Valley United Way
Francis Beidler III & Prudence 
 R. Beidler Foundation
Marilyn Freund
John Gaetano
Mr. Luis Garcia
Alderwoman Juany Garza
Mr. Robert Gerber
Ms. Anne Gibson
Ms. Katherine Gjaja
Ms. Sara Gourley

OUR DONORS
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Elizabeth Graettinger
Graham Company
Greater Chicago Food Depository
Mrs. Nancy Hannick
Mr. Patrick Hanrahan
Mr. Robert Harris
Mike & Toni Havala
Ms. Margaret Hickey
Mair Hill
Ms. Sherneron Hilliard
Mr. Fred Holubow
Ms. Christy Horn
Mrs. Kelly Hudson
Ms. Janet Hunter
Ms. Jeanine Jasica
Ms. Patricia Jason
Rahsaan Johnson
Mrs. Rose Johnson
Ms. Dottie Johnson
Johnson Research Group
Mr. Bennie Jones
Anonymous
Joseph & Bessie Feinberg Foundation
Mr. Paru Kathpalia
Kensington Publishing Corporation
Kiwanis Club Of Aurora
Kovler Family Foundation
Macmillan Publishers
Mr. Michael Malkin
Mr. Charles Marlas
Kyle Marx
Ms. Brunetta Matthews
Ms. Patricia Miripol
Dr. and Mrs. Hardy Murphy
Mr. Mike Musica
Mr. Arthur Nielsen
Northminster Presbyterian Church
Northwestern University Neighborhood 
 and Community Relations
Anonymous
Ms. Patricia Pell
Dr. Thomas Peters
Dr. Judith Povich
Mr. Dan Prescott
Redefined Fitness
Mr. William Revelle
Risk Management Solutions of America
Mr. Jeffrey Ross
Rush University Medical Center
Ms. Copani Santiago
Scholastic Inc.
Mrs. Anne Sills
Mr. George Simon
Mr. Dujon Smith
Nicole Smith
Mr. Eric Smoot-Hemphill
Hon. Heather Steans
Ms. Jennifer Steans
Ms. Robin Steans
Steve and Loree Potash Family Foundation
Ms. Cherie Stofr
Michele Thompson
Ms. Elizabeth Tisdahl
Gerry Tolbert
Mr. David Tropp

Ms. Kim Tulsky
Unitarian Church Of Evanston
United Way of Greater Atlanta
Errett Van Nice
Ms. Amy Venetianer
Anonymous
Mr. Daniel Waters
Mr. Dennis Wilson
WTW

$999 And Under
Denise Abboud
Abbvie
Susan Abramson
DeAnna Adigun
AFSCME Sub Chapter 67
Fernando Aguilar
Ms. Ann Airey
Meredith Alenky
American Investment Group
Ms. Thaddea Ampadu
Ms. Shirine Andrews-Seals
Kristin Annella
Anonymous
Dilyana Antevil
Ms. Elizabeth Arsenault
ARTSiE
At Properties
Aurora West School District 129
Mr. Brian Avery
Avidor Evanston
David Azari
Mr. Michael Baccash
Ms. Sunny Balsam
Erik Barefield
Ms. Patricia Barr
Tammy Becker
Mr. Greg Beihl
Mr. Donald Belgrad
Ms. Nicole Bell-Woodfork
Mr. Joel Bencosme
Anne Berkeley
Mr. Victor Bernstein
Ximena Beteta Hernandez
Ms. Kristin Birkner
Mr. Bryan Bishop
Samuel Black
Dana Blaesing
Ryan Block
Mr. Allen Bloom
Ms. Carol Bobrow
Spiro Bolos
Samantha Bonarigo
Ms. Elizabeth Boyle
Ms. Kathleen Boyle
Kathryn Bradley
Robin Braison 
Mr. Robert Brenner
Ms. Kelly Brest van Kempen
Andrea Brinkman
Annie Brinkman
Mr. David Brinton
Mr. Aaron Brodsky
Veronica Brown
Ms. Camaya Brown

Alderman Edward Bugg
Ms. Courtney Burg
Ms. Katherine Burger
Ms. Jean Butzen
Dr. David Caldarelli
Mr. Michael Campanile
Mr. Will Campbell
Candy Crunch
Julie Captain
Mr. Michael Carlin
Ms. Kaitlin Carman
Tyrique Carney
Ms. Lucy Carr
Ms. Margarita Carrillo & Dr. Juan Cobo
James Casey
Ms. Candida Casey
Monica Casillas
Mr. William Caslon
Mr. William Castino
Zelia Champ 
Melinda Chan
Charities Aid Foundation Of American
 c/o Cybergrants
Merle Cherney
Chicago Partners Wealth Advisors
Derek Christian 
Anonymous
City Colleges of Chicago
Ms. Olivia Clair-Long
Elizabeth Clark
Ms. Mary Clarkson
Clifford W. Barnes Foundation
Ms. Devyn Coar
Mr. Eran Cohen
Ms. Barbara Cohen
Ms. Amirh Collis
Courtney H Comer
Mary Connolly
Ms. Harriet Conroe
Constellation Energy
Rachelle Cooper
Kandi Corbbins
Ms. Stephanie Crabtree
Sydni Craig
Ms. Maryjo Crosby
Mr. Robert Crowe
Crowe LLP
Ms. Sandra Culver
Jeff Cummings
Jennifer Cummins
Mr. Robert Curley
Ms. Sue Curnow
Mr. John Daniels
Ms. Joi Darden
Ms. Susan Dauber
Elle Davis
Mr. Michael Davis
Ms. Adrienne Davis
Mr. Dwight Decker
Mrs. Lynn Denberg
Courtney DePinto 
Matt Dickson
Ms. Ora Dobbins
Ms. Atsupui Dogbla
Alderman Bill Donnell
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Jack Doppelt
Sean Dougherty
Cynthia Drew
Mrs. Nicole Druckman
Abigail DuBeau
Helena Dubose
Thea Durfee Polancic
Mr. Paul Dwaileebe
Binoy Edathiparambil
Barbara Edwards
Ms. Camille El-Amin
Ms. Pamela Elesh
Paul Elsberg
Devon Embery
Mrs. Esther Emmerman
Tangela Enyia
Mr. Eric Ephraim
Elizabeth Ester
Evanston Community Foundation
Merri and Mitchell Ex
Michael Falbo
Mira Fendy
Julia Ferguson
Mark Ferguson
Anthony Ferraro
Mrs. Beverly Fetzer
Sheran Fiedler
Venita Fields
Mr. Victor Filippini
First National Bank Of Omaha    
 (Aurora Branch)
Jenny Flandina
Mr. James Fogerty
Ms. Marion Foote
Mr. Peter Foreman
Ms. Rachel Fox
Jill Fraggos
Mrs. Marissa Friedman
Mr. John Fuller
State Representative Robyn Gabel
Mrs. Constance Galliart
Mr. Edward Gamson
Mr. Johnny Garcia
Ms. Alicia Garcia
Garden Club of Evanston
Ms. Mary Gately
Andrew George
Mr. John George
Damla Gerhart
Ms. Monica Getzendanner
Charlotte Giese
Dr. Linda Gilkerson
Glamgurlcreations
Mrs. Ethel Gofen
Lawrence Goldberg
Prof. Jerry Goldman
Jennifer Gonzalez
Ms. Lisa Goodale
Dr. Robert Gordon
Zach Gorski
Mr. James Gottlieb
Ms. Phyllis Gottlieb
Ms. Erica Granchalek
Austin Gravely
Whitney Gravely

Kimberly Gray
Keri Haddrill
Mark Haggarty
Lynn Hammell
John Hammond
Mr. Jeff Handelman
Ms. Julie Hanrahan
Mr. Brian Hanson
James Hardgrove
James Harris
Ms. Kristian Harris
Laura Harvey
Melanie Hauck
Ms. Judith Hayes
Sydney Hazelrigg
Sallie Hazelrigg
Henry Crown And Company
Ms. Lisa Herb
Mr. John Herlocker
Ms. Laura Hernandorena
Ms. Lisa Hershenson
Mr. Michael Hesselbach
Mrs. Libby Hill
Bobbie Hinden
Jeffrey Hines
Mr. Samuel Hirsch
Ms. Martha Holman
Anonymous
Vickie Horn
Mr. Andrew Horn
Mr. Roger Huff
Robyn Hurtig
Judith Iacuzzi
Vanessa Igess
Kristen Ipema
Ms. Beth Jacobs
Angela James
Mr. Edgar Jannotta
Mr. R. Scott Javore
Mr. Daniel Jenks
Jesser, Ravid, Jason, Basso & Farber LLP
John Cashill Inc.
Darrin Johnson
Mr. Joel Johnson
Ms. Monique Jones
Angela Joubert
Linda Kahan
Katie Kalass
Edward Kalebich
Mr. Alex Kaplan
Mr. Jesse Kartus
Mr. and Mrs. Terry and Geoff Kass
Shashi Kathpalia
Mr. Dan Katz
Kevin Kennedy
Whitley Kennedy
Ms. Renee Kirin
Phil Kirschbaum
Larissa Knierim
Daniel Kolb
Dan Kotowski
Michael Krenzer
Ms. Lynn Krieger
Dr. Don Lamb
Ms. Claudia Lane

Lanita Bonita
Mr. George Lannert
Patricia Lawson
Ms. Evelene Lee-Cole
Ms. Mary Lefere
James Lequar
Sue Lerch
David Levine
Kevin Levinson
Lauren Levy
Katherine Lindsay
Mr. Eran Liron
Caroline Loeb
Daphne Logan
Guillermo Lopez-Diaz
Lorman Education Services
Mrs. Laurel Lovestrom
Mary Lowe
Mr. Benjamin Luedeke
Mrs. Ila Lynn
Ms. Eileen Lysaught
Ms. Shannon Madden
Mr. Claude Maechling
Mr. Stephen Mahadeo
Mr. Patrick Maher
Mr. William Maher
Mary Ann Margaretten
Sara Marks
Mrs. Kimberly Marshall
Denise Martin
Reynold Martin
Mr. Darren Martin
Gloria Masterson
Mr. Philip Mavon
Mr. Paul Mayle
Jean McCabe
Mr. Brian McClain
Robyn McCloud-Springer
Ms. Kathlene McDermott
James McDonald
Mr. Raymond McDonald
Mr. Nell McKitrick-Walenda
Mr. Thomas McMahon
Carol Meltzer
Mr. John Mengel
Ms. Anne Merriman
Loreen Mershimer
Alderman Ted Mesiacos
Ms. Elizabeth Messersmith
Pamela Meylor
Terri Michaels
Mr. Brendon Mika
Mr. Mark Miller
Janice Miller-Kellerman
Karen Mines
Jose Enrique Molina-Ortega
Ms. Daphne Moloney
George Morlett
Ms. Rachel Mossi
Laura Mudd
Leslie Muir
Mr. Arthur Muir
Mairghread Mukeredzi
Ms. Katherine Muller
Julia Nash Ryan
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Ms. Patricia Natke
Dr. Madeleine Neems
Janet Neiman
Mr. Vivek Nekkanty
Jane Neumann
Kelly Neumann
Ms. Lynne Nieman
Oybek Nigmonbekov
North Shore United Methodist Church
Ms. Katherine O'Brien Porter
Ms. Ololade Odogiyon
Bridgett Ofosu
Yaw Ofosu
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph and Mary O'Hara
Amelia O'Keeffe
Old Second National Bank Of Aurora
Shane ONeilll
Ann & Harry Oppenheimer 
Neal Ormond
Carmen Ortiz
John Palmer
Michelle Parker-Katz
Elizabeth Parkinson
Ellen Paseltiner
James Pattison
Heidi Pearson
Stephanie Peden-Fox
Aurie Pennick
Ms. Dana Perry
Kenneth Peterson
Mr. William Peterson
Mr. Benjamin Phillips
Adrianna Piazza
Saji Pierce
Ms. Kathy Pilat
Molly Pim
Jennifer Powell
Lakeya President 
David Prosperi
Mr. John Purchiarello
Jennifer Rada
Ms. Michele Randall
Heidi Randhava
Karen Ray
Mr. Robert Reece
Cheri Reid
Mr. Byrd Rhyne-Fisher
Ms. Angela Rinaldi
Ms. Amanda Rinder
Barbara Rinella
Claudia Rivera
James Robbins
Ms. Margo Robinson
Lily Rocha
Ms. Julie Roin
Dino Romano
Ms. Jennifer Rowe
David Rubenstein
Susan Rubenstein
Mr. James Rumsey
Rush-Copley Medical Center
Anne Ryan
Nicole Sadeeq
Tope Sadiku
Linzee Safron

Mr. Rodolfo Sanchez
Virginia Sanders
Mr. Tom Sang
Celena Sarillo
Alderman Michael Saville
Onnie & Steven Scheyer
Tamara Schiller
Nancy Schmidt
Ms. Joan Schneider
Ms. Bridget Schroeder
Virginia Schulte
Mr. Eric Schwabe
Mr. Ronald Schwartz
Ms. Brenda Schwartz
Mr. Dominic Sciackitano
Ms. Lissa Sebatu
Mr. Carl Segal
Bonnie Shapiro
Steven Shewfelt
Mr. William Sieck
Roberta Siegel
Helen Singer
Mr. Robert Sitrick
Bobbi Smith
Kim Smith
Ms. Carly Smith
Mr. Michael Sobel
Anonymous
Audrey Soglin
Mariana Souto-Manning
Chad Staral
State Representative Barbara Hernandez
State Senator Karina Villa
Mr. Eric Steele
Ms. Janet Stein
Ms. Kallysta Stembridge
Noel Stewart Banks
Mrs. Virginia Stigler
Dr. Susan Stodolsky
Ms. Dianne Stone
Ivan Strauss
Mr. John Strauss
Sarah Streeter
Mollie Sudhoff
Steve Sudhoff
Mr. Barry Sullivan
Carol Sultan
Howard Suskin
Pamela Swales
Mr. Walter Swartz
Nathan Tajima
Jay Tarshis
Jeff Thiel
Cicily Thomas
Ms. Jessy Thomas
Briana Thompsen
Laura Thonn
Mr. Erica Trejo
Ms. Sally Turner
UBS Matching Gift Program
Michael & Margaret Unetich
Guadalupe Valdez
Ruth Vanderburg
Rosie Vass
Deepak Veeramasuneni

Wagner Lane Productions
Bryn Marie Wagner-Hanson
Ms. Ruth Walker
Erin Walton
Mr. Robert Warden
Anonymous
Mr. Charles Waters
Sherria Wedlow
Dr. Adriana Weisleder
Stacia Whitmore
Kiara Williams
Ms. Jill Willis
April Wills
Mr. Benjamin Wolf
Mr. Eric Woods
Ms. Nancy Wright
Mr. Michael Wyman
Hana Yoo
Myla Young
Ms. Amy Zisook
Mr. Mark Zivin
Mr. Sherwin Zuckerman
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Inspired by our most generous and impactful 
supporters, Family Focus established the 
Family Focus Legacy Society – In Honor of 
Bernice Weissbourd in FY2025. This society 
reflects our deep gratitude for the donors, 
corporations, family and private foundations, 
event sponsors, and friends - past and present - 
whose extraordinary generosity and 
commitment sustain and strengthen our work.

The Family Focus Legacy Society is made up of four 
distinct circles: the Delores Holmes Dream Builders 
Circle, the Judith S. Block Leadership Circle, the Peggy 
Carr Angel Circle, and the Irving Harris Legacy Circle. 
These circles represent a shared belief in the power of 
long-term investment and meaningful partnership.

Following the generosity and vision of our founder, 
Bernice Weissbourd, members of the Legacy Society 
are committed to uplifting families, investing in equity, 
and ensuring our programs remain strong, responsive, 
and accessible. Because of you, Family Focus is able to 
build stability today while creating lasting opportunity 
for the future.

With heartfelt gratitude, we thank you for your 
leadership, your trust, and your enduring commitment to 
Family Focus. We are honored to partner with you in this 
important work.

Bernice Weissbourd (1923 – 2022) was a 
pioneering researcher and advocate. Leading the family 
support movement, she was among the first to recognize 
that support and education for new parents is vital in 
realizing a child’s potential. In 1976 she confounded 
Family Focus alongside Delores Holmes and Irving 
Harris.

Delores Holmes (1937 – 2024) was a well-known 
and respected champion for community. She served as 
the first center director for Family Focus Evanston from 
1976 – 2003, and served on the Evanston City Council 
from 2005 – 2017.

Judy Block (1941 – 2024) was a trailblazing civic 
leader, philanthropist and civic leader. Her spirit of 
warmth and generosity has inspired many others to 
service. She served on the boards of Chicago Child 
Care Society and Family Focus for more than 50 years.

Peggy Carr (1913 – 2016) was a vibrant presence in 
Chicago’s cultural life. A devoted volunteer and 
champion of children and families, she served on the 
board of Chicago Child Care Society for more than 77 
years.

Irving Harris (1910 – 2004) was a pioneering 
businessman and philanthropist. His investments in early 
childhood education helped create Family Focus, Start 
Early, and the Erikson Institute.

Pictured: Bernice Weissbourd; Delores Holmes; Judy Block; Peggy Carr; Irving Harris.

FAMILY FOCUS LEGACY SOCIETY
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Support our programs today

family-focus.org/donate
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